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As the winner of the Philadelphia Region Battle of the Open Mics Contest, 2009 built on the momentum Chris Zurich started several years prior.  By emerging as the winner of a multi-venue contest that pit him against finalists from each week that summer,  Chris began to garner the media attention of several local radio and newspaper outlets and was awarded an opportunity to perform at the Kimmell Center in Philadelphia.  Although the success had been the culmination of work started years prior, it actually marked a beginning point, in terms of Chris forming a band, New West, and bringing his music public.  


Drawing deeply on vintage-soul, hardcore, punk and reggae, Chris’ music is sifted through a philosophic world-perspective, evoking memories of the late Jeff Buckley, whom his producer Craig Levy, an associate of Buckley’s during his late years, often compares him to.   “I feel like our music is the soundtrack to culture clash,” Chris states, very matter of fact.  “It’s been designed to bring together people and groups that wouldn’t normally associate.”  

Chris' own musical roots began in the Philly underground, rumbling with the punk/hardcore scene as a teenager, taking in the radicalism and aggression inspired by the tribal rhythms of communal youth, yet only  beginning to discover his own voice after being exposed to musical visionaries, such as Curtis Mayfield, Bob Marley, Joe Strummer and John Lennon who spoke to global audiences. By fusing his understanding of the underground scene with sounds and ideas of bygone eras, his unique sound and vision would start to take shape.

The son of two radicals, one an English Professor, one a Professor of Ethics, named among the "100 most dangerous minds in America," by a far right-wing journalist, Chris was raised with an outsider's perspective and a determination to champion the underdog.  His family history is one rooted in clashing traditions, whereby his Grandfather was found on a doorstep in the early 1900's, rumored to having been the product of a Bishop, high-up in the Catholic Church having an affair with a prostitute, therefore, shrouding his background in mystery.  The collision of opposing worlds that gave root to the earliest known strands of Chris' family history is symbolic of what was to become his world view and inspiration; culture clash has been a recurring theme throughout Chris' life, and inspiration for much of his expression. 

New West’s first release, The Eastern Standard EP,  was released in early 2010, and plants the group’s sound firmly in indie-rock, while hinting at future directions in electronic and world-influenced music.  
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